
 
Memorandum 

TO: Safety and Health Committee 
Coal Policy Task Force 

Minerals Policy Task Force  
  

Manufacturers and Services 
 

 

FROM: Tawny Bridgeford, General Counsel & Senior Vice President, 
Regulatory Affairs 

Paul Krivokuca, Vice President, Health and Safety 

DATE: August 15, 2025  

SUBJECT: Clarification that Court Ordered Stay Prevents Enforcement 
of the Silica Standard 

 
As we previously reported, in April, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit issued an order granting the National Mining Association's motion to 

stay compliance deadlines in the Mine Safety and Health Administration's 
(MSHA) silica rule pending judicial review. As a result, MSHA cannot legally 

enforce the rule until litigation is resolved. Representatives from MSHA 
headquarters reaffirmed as recently as today that MSHA is adhering to the stay 

and has no current enforcement plans. 

 
Some MSHA inspectors, however, may not fully understand the breadth of the 

court order. Potential confusion is likely a result of the expiration of MSHA's 
April enforcement pause on August 18. That expiration does not undermine the 

effectiveness of the court order. If an MSHA representative advises otherwise, 
you can provide them with a copy of the court order linked in this memo. If 

you have any questions about the court ordered stay, please contact Tawny 
at tbridgeford@nma.org.  

 

101 Constitution Ave. NW / Suite 500 East / Washington, DC 20001 / Phone: 
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnma.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FCourt-Ordered-Stay.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CWMacPherson%40nma.org%7Cd05eb245075546dbb8ce08dddc2e9ad4%7Cc17c205067d7447ea716d180827b4ae5%7C0%7C0%7C638908814925278217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LqLVX5odgCCGLcfp14IQSiUuSGN2E9D2w3ucCHv2YyE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msha.gov%2Fnotice-stakeholders&data=05%7C02%7CWMacPherson%40nma.org%7Cd05eb245075546dbb8ce08dddc2e9ad4%7Cc17c205067d7447ea716d180827b4ae5%7C0%7C0%7C638908814925314672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W60nIBGxGZwzwgKo55kRoSEzceSeJ%2FT%2FQDbm9mdYyyA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tbridgeford@nma.org

