IMPACT OF COAL PLANT RETIREMENTS ON THE U.S. POWER MARKET

Savings for Consumers

A new case study of specific, at-risk coal plants shows that the cost to consumers of keeping them
running is just a fraction of the cost in increased energy and capacity market prices should they be
allowed to prematurely retire.
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More expensive to close coal plants than keep them open

Unmatched Grid Resilience

The study also found that coal plants are the primary source of resilience for the electricity grid. In
periods of extreme cold, when natural gas supplies are strained from competing power and heating
demands, coal is the only source of grid resilience.

In December of 2017, when demand for power
spiked during a cold snap, coal supplied 57
percent of theincreased generation across the
entire eastern U.S. while natural gas only
supplied 16 percent.
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