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Coal is America’s most abundant energy resource—making up 89 percent of U.S. 
fossil energy reserves on a Btu basis. At current consumption rates, the U.S. has 
more than 250 years of remaining coal reserves.  

Coal is essential to the U.S. economy, providing aff ordable electricity to households, 
businesses, manufacturing facilities, transportation and communications systems, 
and services throughout our economy.  

Because of its abundance, reliability and aff ordability, about one-third of the nation’s 
electricity is generated from coal, resulting in electricity costs that generally are 
30 percent lower in states that rely upon coal for more than half of their electricity 
generation versus states that rely on other fuels.

As our economy and population expand, 
our need for electricity will continue to 
grow, and coal is projected to remain the 
workhorse fuel for power generation—
growing from 1,355 billion kWhs of coal-
based generation in 2015 to 1,388 bil-
lion kWhs of power generation at utilities 
and industrial sources in 2020. Coal will 
continue to be called upon to meet the 
nation’s power needs even assuming 
ambitious growth scenarios are met for 
electricity generation from renewables and 
natural gas energy sources, according to 
a recent Energy Information Administration 
analysis (Annual Energy Outlook 2016).  

Economic Contributions of Coal
Although coal’s total contribution to the American economy and way of life is impossible to estimate, coal production has 
demonstrable benefi ts. These include the direct employment of nearly 150,000 people and the creation of 3.3 jobs for every 
job in coal mining, for a total of more than 500,000 jobs. 

Coal generated $26 billion in sales and paid $13 billion in direct wages and salaries in 2015 according to analysis 
by the National Mining Association.  
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2015 data are preliminary forecast estimates, percentages are rounded.  Source: Energy Information Administration
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2015 data are preliminary.

1/ Power sector share for California is from California Energy Commission (2014).  2/ Generation share estimates from WGL Energy Services (2015)  3/  Washington State Department of Commerce (2014) 4/ Idaho Power 2014.
Note:  The electric power sector comprises electricity -only and combined-heat-and-power plants whose primary business is to sell electricity or electricity and power to the public.

Sources: U.S. Department of Energy/Energy Information Administration; Mine Safety & Health Administration
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